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Maris vj. die Aprilis, 1714 
Annoque R. Rnæ Annæ Magnæ 
Britamiæ, &c. Decimo Tertio. 


TT is Ordered, That the Thanks 

of this Court be given to the 

Right Reverend Father in GOD, 
GILBERT. Lord Biſhop of Sarum, 
for his Sermon Preached before this 
Caurt, and the Governours of the 
ſeveral Hoſpitals of this City, at the 
Pariſh-Church' of St. Bridget, on 
Monday in Eaſter-Week laſt, and that 
he be deſired to Print the Ae 
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Dan. iv. ver. 27. 
Break off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and thine 
nis Iniquities by ſpewing Mercy to the Poor, if 
hell it may be a lengthning of thy Tranquillity. 


Have not read the firſt Part of the Verſe, 
tor that were proper for a greater Au- 
dience, in theſe Words, Wherefore, O 
King, let my Counſel be acceptable unto thee, _ 
a modeſt and inſinuating Addrefs, to the | 
greateſt and proudeſt K ing then in the World; 
thoſe which follow that I have read, are pro- 
per to every Audience, and particularly 
ſuited to the preſent Occaſion. * 
Nebuchadue xxar was the great Conquer- 
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1 X Spittal Sermon Preach'd 
or of the Eaſtern Parts of the World, he had was 
| carried the Magnificence of Babylon beyond | worn 
any thing that the former Ages had ſeen, by hit 
He was as ſumptuous in his Idolatry, as he  whici 
was in his Buildings: an Image of 60 Cu. A ſev 
bits. or 90 Foot high, and 6 Cubits or 9 creed 
Foot broad, ſaid to be of Gold, ( ſuppoſed | Vas t 
to be only plated with Gold) was ſet up by Was * 
him, 55 he order'd a vaſt Symphony ef contu 
Muſick, to celebrate the Worſhip of this ex. a forr 


: 
+ travagant Piece of Idolatry ; a Furnace was {nta! 
© 
[ 
| 


ttt. as. th. a 


alſo prepared, to ſacrifice all who would plaine 
not fall proſtrate before it; probably it was viden 
the Sun that was the Idol to be thus wor- Warr 
ſhipped, of which Fire was the natural Em. himſe 
blem, to devour thoſe who would not con. by D 
cur in this Pompous Idolatry. It is true, on In the 
that Occaſion, God did by a ſurpriſing M. WhOI 
racle ſhew, that he had a Power ſuperior to Vin 
all the Inventions of Cruelty, which at that 
time had a great Effect on this proud Ty. der tc 
rant, as you may fee in the end of the for- beſt 5 
mer Chapter. We have no concurring H. ©? hi 
ſtory to inform us, what was the Interval bring 
of Time between that amazing Tranſacti. ther : 
on, and the Dream ſet down in the EdiQ,ſ *'S tl 
which is recorded in this Chapter. Thi ©< 8 
Reign was long, ſo probably ſome Time ouſneſ 
had paſt, in which that Impreſſion, which 
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4 | was then ſtrong on his Mind, had been 
d worn out by his old Vices ; in particular, 
n. by his Injuſtice, his Oppreſſion and his Pride, 
he which came ſoon to have the Aſcendant. 
u. A ſevere and unuſual Stroke was now de- 


creed to come upon him, a Madneſs that 
was to make him liker a Beaſt than-a Man 


continue for Seven Years: Yet as God had by 
ſentation, but a bright one, as it was ex- 


vidence ; ſo by another Dream, he has now 
Warning given him of what was to befall 
himſelf: And this is likewtfe opened to him 
by Daziel. The Prophet faw it was fixed 
in the Purpoſes of God, and could not be 
wholly diverted, but it was pofſible to ob- 
tain a Prolongation of his preſent Quret, 
ſome Reſpite might be given him; fo in or- 
der to that, Daniel offers in ſoft Words the 
beſt Advice poſſible : That he ſhow'd reflect 
on his Sins and Iniquities, which were 
bringing that difmal Stroke on him; he fur- 
ther adviſes the breaking off, or the redeem- 


tie Seventy and by. the Vulgar) by Righte- 

0vſneſs or Juſtice in his Government, and h 

Compaſſion, relieving the Oppreſſed and 
1 the 


n 
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was to be his Puniſhment; and that was to 
a former Dream given him a dark Repre- 


plained by Daniel, of a great Scene of Pro- 


ing theſe (for fo the Words are render'd by 


time, F it may be a lengthning of thy Tran. 


vent) render them, Perhaps God may be 


might Survey Babylon, and all the beautif 
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the Poor, in particular thoſe of the Jewiſ 
Nation, who in their Captivity were pro: 
bably cruelly treated as Slaves; and upon 
his accepting theſe Advices, Daniel ſuppoſes 
that the Stroke might be delayed for ſome 


Voice 
he beca 
mad tc 

Hav 
both tt 
turn 
do nat: 
Four: 


quillity, fo we render the Words; the Se 


Long-ſuffering towards thy Sins; the Vulgar 
have it, Perhaps God may forgive thy Sins, 
It is highly probable, that this Advice made 
an Impreſſion on him, and produced ſome 
good Effects : Theſe were rewarded with 
a Suſpenſion of the threatned Stroke for a 
full Lear: But his Pride and Inſolence had 
too deep a Root to be quite cured : Tim 
had defaced the Good that his Dream and 
the Explanation of it had done him; but at 
the end of 12 Months, as he was walking 
in (or as the Word is #por) his Palace, per 
haps in ſome high Tower, from whence hi 


Provide 
after th 
III. 
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ealt a! 
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'onduct 
eturn. 
I. W 
ents | 
dught t 
ng Cat 
delidest 
onſcie 


Decorations with which he had adorned it 
he applauded himſelf in what he was the! 
looking on, and ſaid, Is not this great Ba 
bylon that ] have built for the Houſe of th 
Kingdom, by the Might of my Power, and 
the Honour of my Majeſiy ? But while th 
Word was yet in his Mouth, the dreadf 

| | Voic 
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Voice was heard, the Doom went out, and 
he became as one of the Beaſts of the Field, 
mad to the higheſt Degree. 

Having thus. opened the Words, and 
both the Occaſion and the Effects of them, 
turn me next to the Conſiderations that 
do naturally ariſe from them, which are 1 
Four: 1 

I. That when we fee an Appearance of | 
1 * Judgments from God, coming towards 

Ius, we ought to reflect on our Sins, as the 
procuring Cauſes of them, 

IT. That in the common Courſe of God's 
Providence, eminent Sins draw Judgments 
after them proportioned to them. 

III. That the Interpoſition of a Change 
in Men's Lives, may procure either the to- 
al Removal of imminent Miſeries, or at 
Peaſt a Suſpenſion of them: And, 

IV. That Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, to- 
zether with Charity towards the Poor, do 
tonduce effectually to procure this. To 
eturn. 

I. When we ſee an Appearance of Judg- 
ents from God coming towards us, we 
dught to reflect on our Sins, as the procur- 
| yg ; Cauſes of them. Here we will find, 
Wclides thoſe ſecret Sins, which every Man's 
onſcience, if he looks into it, and conſults 
A 4 1 
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it, will ſet in Order before him, much Matter 
for our Humiliation, when we conſider 
What is openly done among us; in the Face 


of the Sun. Secret Sins ought to be the Mat. 


ter of our private Mournings, therefore 
will lead you now only to conſider thoſe 
Publick and Viſible Sins, which may be juſt. 
ly called National Ones. What a Scorn and 
Contempt have we ſeen put on our moſt holy 
Faith, which by a wonderful Series of Signal 
Providences was firſt brought to us, and i; 
ſtill preſerved among us with Advantages, 
beyond any thing that we fee in Hiſtory, 
ſince Miracles ceaſed ? How is this openly 


attacked by many among us, with an Avow- 


ed and Bla ſphemous Boldneſs, while at the 
ſame time, others in Imitation of Judas, may 
profeſs a Zeal for it, as he did, who kiſſed 
our Saviour while he was betraying him ? 
But the greater, the fargreater Part among 
us, ſeem to have no other Concern about it, 
but to keep up an Exterior as a National 
Form, without any regard to the plaineſt 
Rules that are laid down the ofteneſt in it, 


and are not aſhamed to live in an open and 
undiſguiſed Courſe of groſs and ſcandalous 


Immorality. If this is our Caſe, and can 
that be deny*d? Have we not Reaſon to fear, 


that though Noah, Job and Daniel were a: 


mong 
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mong us tointerceed for us, they ſhould only d 
liver their own Souls by their Righteouſneſs : 
Exe k. xiv 14. fo ver. 22. So that we may 
juſtly fear that our Land ſhall be deſolate, 
and that God ſhall give a Commiſſion to Famine 
Sword and Peſiilence to paſs thro' it? And 
we may have yet more Reaſon to apprehend 
this, if the moſt Signal Bleſſings that we 
have received from God, have not only no 
Effect on us, but are openly deſpiſed and 
ill treated. The greater Part of the Nation 
do remember, what a deſperate State of Af 
fairs we ſaw 25 Years ago, from which the 
Revolation reſcued us: which was then 
look*d on as an extraordinary Deliverance, 
as indeed it was. If it had not been for 
that, we ſhould probably have been by this 
Time, ſunk into all the Corruptions of Po- 
pery, and into all the Miſeries of S/avery. 
Yet how is it now arraign'd ! with what 
bare-fac'd Infolence and Ingratitude ? Has 
a Race that ſhews ſuch Inſenſibility, and 
makes thoſe Returns for ſo wondertul a 
Preſervation, any Reaſon to expect, that 
upon every View of threatning Dangers, 
there ſhould be a new Scene of Miracles 
ready for us, to be ſet at naught by us, 
when a Turn is ſerved by it? And that 
more particularly now that we ſee a viſible 
Ca- 
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Calamity before our Eyes, that is kept of To © 
by the ſingle Thread of one Sacred Life: I much 
If the Aſſertors of Hereditary Right will N up our 
be contented, that She ſtill ſit on the Throne, I Miſery 
which for many Years She filled fo Glori: J Selves, 
ouſly, and will not, as they intimate they doned 
expect, ſurrender it up to Him, who, as they Malice 
pretend, has the Right by Proximity of Blood, Natyrs 
which I hope none can hear or read with. the De 
out Horror and Indignation, To all our ment, 
other Iniquities, what groſs Equivocation I Farty- 
and Prevarication has appear'd in thoſe I per, be 
Bonds, which all Mankind have eſteemed and D 
Sacred, and on the keeping of them, the and v. 
Honour as well as the Safety of Nations Daily 
depends, I mean Oaths, Teſts, and Solemn ] Bitter 
Engagements! There is a ſevere Denunciati. beyon 
on made by Ezekie} in ſuch Caſes, Ezexr, By th 
xVii 15. 18. Shall he deſpiſe the Oath? «And I ouſie: 
break the Covenant made by giving the Hand IA. Def 
(probably the Form of Stipulation, or Ho- all th 
mage in that Age) ſhall he proſper? Or ſhall N ontt 
he eſcape? We may upon all theſe Reaſons Th 
juſtly apprehend a Judgment like that and « 
threatned by Jeremy, Jer. xvi. 1. Tho* Moſes IB 45 
and Samuel ſtood hefure me, my Mind could not I Our 8 
be towards this People; to which is added, Head 
caſt them out of my ſight, and let them go forth, Ius 
a Phraſe importing their being to go into Wha 
Captivity. To | Enen 


— — 
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To our Impiety and Ingratitude, how 
much Prophaneneſs 1s join'd ? And to fill 
up our Sins, as well as to haſten' on our 
Miſery, how are we broken among our 
Selves, alienated from one another, aban- 
doned to all the Exceſſes of Calumny and 
Malice ? Publick, and as it were, Authoriſed 


Zatyrs, falſe as well as Spiteful, venemous in 


the Deſign,as well as black in the Manage- 
ment, fly about every Day, and feed that 
Party-War now managed by Ink and Pa- 
per, but which may too ſoon turn to Blood 
and Deſtruction, Theſe Things are open 
and viſible, and are become as it were a 
Daily Bread to thoſe, who have carried the 
Bitterneſs, as well as the Impudence of Satyr, 
beyond any thing that this Age has produced. 
By this Men's Minds, or rather their Jea- 
louſies and Paſſions, are wrought up to ſuch 
a Degree, that they ſeem to be prepared for 
all the curſed Deſigns, that our Enemies can 
contrive or wiſh for, 
This 1s our Plague as well as our Sin, 
and does both inflame and weaken us. It 
is as a Fever in our Vitals, and preys upon 
our Strength, and at the fame time fills our 
Heads with Extravagancies, more miſchi- 
vous than the Tranſports of any Fever. 
What will, or what can this end in! Our 
Enemies know that well, and therefore 
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12 Spittal Sermon Preach'd 
have their Tools at work to feed this Heat, 
and kindle it more and more. 

I hall carry the View of our Sins no fur. 
ther, but leave it to every one's Conſcience 
to make the Application: that he may ſe 
what he has done, or what he is ſtill doing, 
to heighten this black Score, that ſtandy 
thus marked before God : And that we 
may juſtly apprehend will bring down ſuch 
heavy Judgments, as thoſe Sins do not on. 
ly provoke, but do really procure: For 
theſe I have named, are Judgments as 
well as Sins; and as they are the Begin. 
nings of Sorrows, ſo they are like to draw 
after them a heavy Courſe of W 
and Wrath ſuirable to them: So I come 
to my Second Head to conſider, 

II. That in the common Courſe of God's 
Providence, eminent Sins draw Judgments 
after them proportioned to them. We have 
ſeen heavy Judgments walking all round 
us. One Nation is almoſt Ruined by a 
Train of Perſecution and of Oppreſſion, 
carried on to maintain the molt deſtru- 
ctive Wars, for half a Century, that are 
Recorded in any Hiſtory, We have ſeen 
the reſt of our Neighbourhood made a 
diſmal Scene of War and Deſolation; We 
have ſeen all the Kingdoms of Europe en- 
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at St. Bridget's-Church. 13 
aged in thoſe fatal Qparrels, that have 
fate long, and it is not certain whether 
they are yet quite terminated or not: We 
have born, it is true, a great Share in this, 
but it was a Regular one, without our be- 
ing the Scene of Action: We have, 
1 contributed greatly to the neceſſa- 
ry Defence of our ſelves and of our Allies, 
our Treaſure has been waſted by it, & much 
noble Blood has been ſhed; many brave 
Men have fallen in the Field, acting and 
fighting for their Country, where they 
were nobly ſupported by thoſe who yet 
ſurvive; but to the Grief of good Men, 
and to the Shame of our Country, are now 
beyond all former Examples, left to ſtarve 
or to beg; for to their Honour J ſpeak it, 
They have not betaken themſelves to thoſe - 
black Practices that might have been fear- 
ed from gallant Men made deſperate by 
Neceſſity, and provoked by Ingratitude. 
I do not hear, though there have been of 
late more Crimes than happen uſually, diſ- 
covered, that have given occaſion to a 
more than ordinary Execution of Juſtice ; 
I fay I do not hear that any of thoſe brave, 
but now miſerable Men, have been con- 
cerned in them. LI ſet this here in View, 
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14. 2 Spittal Sermon Preach'd. 
to move you to be Charitable to thoſe who 
both deſerve and need it ſo much. 
We have felt, indeed, the Preſſure of the 
War, but have ſeen none of the Miſeries 
of it; our Fields have not been covered 
with the Carcaſſes of the Slain, our Coun. 


ave Re 
ointed 
dur Ene 
he Gr 
Danger 
hared, 


a | will 
tries have not been laid waſte, nor our Ci. nnemy 
ties pillaged by Armies; ſo that our Share Is miſc 


has been a light one, compared to what 0. 
thers have ſuffered. And why ſhould we 
think that Providence ſhould always be ſo 
favourable, and as it were partial to us? 
Whenſoever an Enemy ſhall be able to 
make a Deſcent upon us, we will be the 
moit expoſed Nation under the Sun, hav- 
ing neither fortified Cities, nor ſtrong Paſ- 
ſes, to oblige them to a Stop, in that In- 
undation of Calamity that muſt then over: 
flow us. We have no Proſpect nor Hope they 
of Defence, if ſuch a Miſery ſhould come robo c 
upon us, unleſs it be from thoſe No- Way 
ble Leaders, and their now ſcattered Bo- NH 
dies, that are finking under Want and Ne-Ethem 
ceſſity; and next to them, from the Alli-Eyhic 
ance of thoſe mighty STATES, whom the 
ſome, who call themſelves Authoriſed (in 
Writers, have ſo ungratefully and fo 1nju-lyha 
riouſly provoked, treating them with an] ſo a; 
equal Meaſure of Scorn and n, 
ave 
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ave Reaſon, if we look to our own dif- 


ointed State at home, and the Strength of 
zur Enemies Abroad, to apprehend both 


he Greatneſs and the Nearneſs of our 


Danger, as well as our being in no Sort pre- 
jared, neither to reſiſt nor to ſupport it. 


will only fet before you one Powerful 


Enemy, from whom we may expect all that 
s miſchievous; and yet from whom ſome 


ould ſo far impoſe on the Credulity and 
eakneſs of many, as. to make them ap- 


prehend that we need fear nothing: We 
know the Numbers, the Zeal and AQivi- 


y of thoſe of the Church of Rome, Regu- 
ars as well as Seculars, who do inceſſantl 
purſue their Deſigns. They have in their 
Hands the Powerful and Secret Engine of 
Confeſſion to manage all by: Beſides a fix- 
ed Perſuaſion among them, from the Sente 
they put on St. James's Words, That be 


who converts a Sinner from the Error of his 


Way ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and 
all hide a Multitude of Sins, applyed by 


them to the making of Proſelites, as that 
which will obtain a Pardon, at leaſt of all 
the Temporary Puniſhments of their Sins 
(in which Pargatory is included;) and 
what is not to be apprehended from Men 
ſo animated, they ſee that if they mils the 
preſent 
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preſent Occaſion, they can have no 
of recovering any like it; and what Eq. 
couragement may be given them to h 
for Succeſs, from any perfidious and unn 
tural Perſons among our ſelves, God on 
knows. We ſee many ill Appearances, but 
cannot get to the Bottom of thoſe Depths 
of Satan. We ice farther, that the great. 
eſt Monarch of that Religion is now ſo in: 
tirely managed by that Body, from whom 
we know, the greateſt Danger is juſtly to 
be 1 the Jeſuites; that 
he has procured a Conſtitution from Rome, 
the moſt contrary even to Doctrines receiy- 
ed among themſelves, tho? contrary to the 
Doctrine of that favoured Society, ſuch as 
the Lawfulneſs of the Laity's Reading the 
Scriptures, the. Neceſſity and Power of in- 
ward Aſſiſtances, and the Obligation to the 
Love of God, of any thing that this 
Age has produced, which even a great Bo- 
dy of the ſoundeſt among them cannot re- 
ceive nor ſubmit to. What Effects this 
may have, muſt be left to Time to diſco- 
ver; but in this we ſee what Body of Men, 
and what Spirit has the Aſcendant, from 
whom we mult expect a molt indefatigable 
Induſtry, never to be ſatisfied nor quicted, 
till 


e St. Bridget Church. 17 
till this Peſtilent Hereſy, as they call it, is ' Ml 


10Pe 

En. rooted out. £ 
0b Shall I next awaken you to conſider, the 
102M dreadful: Conſequences of their fucceeding 


only in their Deſigns : Vou muſt either reſolve = 

to worſhip a Piece of Bread, with all the _ nl 
Train of Idolatry and Superſtition that 
muſt go along with it, or to fall under the 
cruelleſt Freatment that ' Devils or Men 
can invent. In that Church, Biſhops are 
fworn to perſecute Hereticks to the utmoſt | 
of their Power, and Kings at their Cora- , 
nation, fwear to extirpatethem; they know \_ 
that if they do it not, a Decree of a Coun- 
cil, which among them is held General, 
hangs over them, which has ſentenced 
them to be Deprived, and their Subjects to 
be abſolved from their Obedience to them, 
their Dominions being to be transferred to 
Princes, who will with more Care extir- 7 
pate Hereſy, and execute the bloody Laws C 
of their: Church againſt them. ; 

If the common Methods of LegalProceed- 
ings do not anſwer their. Ends, Courts of 
Inquiſition are ſure-Engines, to which by 
what was done in this Nation in Queen 
Mary's Time, we muſt conclude what we 
may expect, if ever we fall again 1nto 
their Hands. The two worſt Things in 

B thoſe 


1 nat As 9; 
4 


he is not ſubject to it, till at leaſt there is a 


every thing from their disjointed Priſoners, 


Mary's Days, a great Step was made to this, 
when upon many Occaſions, the Council 


Courts, without naming either the Wit- 
that the poor Priſoner muſt be rack*d till he 
- unleſs a Phyſician who ſtands by, tells them 


towards all this in that bloody Reign; Orders 


bebave themſelves ill, or deſpiſe the Proceed: 


* 
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thoſe Courts are Tortures and ſecret Wit 
neſſes. In thoſe Countries where the Tor- 
ture allowed of by the Civil Law is ad- 
mitted ; yet if a Man has the Firmneſs to 
bear the Queſtion: Ordinary and Extraor. 
dinary, he has his Life in Reward of it, and 


half Proof againſt him; but the Courts of 
Taquiſition begin with Torture, and carry it 
on as long as they pleaſe, till they draw 
that they pretend to fetch out. In Queen 
ordered Perſons to be tortured at Diſcretion 
which is plainly the Practice of Inquiſitors; 
and as Depoſitions are ſecretly taken by thoſe 


neſſes or the Matters depoſed by them, ſo 


tells all that they are informed he knows; 
and this is carried on without relenting, 


he is juſt a dying. A great Step was made 
were given that there ſhould be ſecret Spies 


in every Pariſh, who were to be bound by 
an Oath, to inform againſt all that ſhould 


ing, 
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r. © ings of that poor bigotted Queen. The Juſt- 
d. Þ ices of Peace were upon this ſecret Infor- 


to mation, to bring ſuch accuſed Perſons be- 


or. © fore them, without declaring by whom they 
nd were accuſed. and to proceed againſt them 
5a © at their Diſcretion. What remained to give 
. of Ja Court of Inquiſition, all thoſe dreadful 
it © Powers, with which they are armed in other 
aw Parts, could not bequitefiniſhed in ſo ſhort 
ers, a Reign. But if ever God leaves us to fall 
een into ſuch unmerciful Hands, we muſt expect 


his, that they will make ſure Work, and quickly 


neil compleat what was then begun. 

tion In all the Miſeries of our Friends that 
org {uffer, it is ſome Comfort, and gives ſome 
hoe Eaſe, though it is but of a Melancholly fort, 


Vit. that we can aſſiſt and encourage them, and 


n, ſo Pray for them; but when thoſe evil Days 
1 he come, then Charity and Compaſſion will 

render you Criminal: A Command was, in 
that cruel Reign, ſent to the Lord-Mayor 


n . 
10 and the Sheriffs of this great City, to give 
nade ! ſubſtantial Orders, I repeat their own. 
dess Words, © That at all Executions for Here- 


Officers appointed to apprehend and im- 
priſon any who ſhould comfort, aid, or 
* praiſe the Offenders. | 


This came ſoon after PhiJpot had ſuffered 


* fie, there ſhould be a good Number of 


1 


33 in 
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* 5 mM it fie Id, -upon which, it ſeems, a More 


than — 4 Compaſhon had appeared; 
yet this City had then ſuch à tender Senſe 
of thoſe dreadful Executions, that Boner, 

When he had prepared that diſmal Sacrifice 
of 13 in one Fire, thought fit to remove it to 
ſome diſtance, to Stratford le Bow, Which 
was choſen to be the Place for it: This Ci. 
ty ſhewed then a true and a tender Zeal 
in thoſe Matters, which has often appear- 
ed ſince on many ſignal Occaſions. Whe- 
ther any thing of that Nature remains yet, 
you beſt know, who ſee how their Tempers 
have been-wrought on of late, and to what 
a Diſpoſition our Incendiaries have brought 
them, in hopes to carry them even to. re- 
eeive and to rejoice in the Return of Pope. 
ry. Thoſe Days will return with it, and 
then thoſe who can think of nothing but to 
be made Sacrifices to that Idolatry, that 
will then be ſet up, muſt not look for the 
common Compaſſion that is ſhewed to the 
worſt of Malefactors. 

Here I have given you but a faint De. 
ſcription of what you muſt all look for,when 
that Day comes, which our Aſſertors of He. 
reditary-Right are pleading for, and are not 
afraid to own, (10 ſure, it ſeems, they think 


their Deſigns are laid) that even all Fund: 


mul: 


—— — — 
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e muſt be at the Mercy of the next Heir, 
; whom they look and wiſh for; and if they 
ſe ] are at his Mercy, let none deceive them. 
y, ſelves with this vain and impious Thought, 
ce that it will coſt them no more but the 
to changing their Religion to fave all. To 
ch thoſe who have none, this will be no hard 
Performance to ſecure every thing to them: 
eal But even in this they may reekon wrong: 
ar- In France a heavy Jealouſie hangs ſtill over 
he. thoſe who fell in the Hour of Trial; every 
ret, Step they make is watched, their want of 
Jers al is obſerved, their Children are taken 
hat from them, and every Information againft 
ght them, brings them into great Trouble; fo 
"Te that their Lives become a Burden to them, 
oe. which even their Apoſtacy cannot ſecure 
and them from. They mutt either over-do 
t to Matters, and run into all the Exceſſes of ſu- 
that pererogating Superſtition, and even of In- 
the torming againſt others, or elfe they will be 
the]! ſtill under Suſpicion. The enriching of 
Shrines and Relicks, the adorning Churches 
De- and Images, an affected Devotion to Saints, 
vhen with the Pomp of Endowments, will be 
He. then the Teſts by which Men's Affections 
e noi will be judged. The bare doing what 1s 
chin commanded, will nor ſerve turn: 1. 


Wealth with which God bleſſes any * 5 =. 
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be applied to the Endowing of Altars, the 
Founding of perpetual Maſſes, and the Re- 
demption of Souls out of Purgatory. A 
Multitude of Holidays muſt take Men off 
from their Labour, but Proceſſions will 
come in place of that, which though they 
impoveriſh the Laity, yet will be turned 
to the enriching thoſe who deal in that 
— - '- 

Theſe are not TragicalEnlargements, ut 

a bare Repreſentation of what every one, 
who knows the Secret Principles, or have 
ſeen the open Practices of Popery,muſt know 
to be true: And if ever God brings us un- 

der ſo heavy a Curſe, they will take care to 
| entail it on Poſterity ; for what ever their 

Agents among us may talk of Hereditary) 

Right, we know they have no Notion of 
it amongſt them. Not only the departing 

from theirown Religion is made a Forfeiture 
of Crowns, but even the departing from 

Piece of Voluntary Superſtition, though not 
_ eſtabliſhed by any Law among them. 

Such as the maintaining the Immaculate 
Conception of the Bleſſed Virgin, this is 
carried ſo far, that it is made a Condition 
in leaving the Crown of Spain by that Will 
that deviſed it to the preſent King, ſo that 


upon 
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upon the departing from it, a Forfeiture of 
it is to follow. | 

He lift of By the Life oßa famous Cardi- 

Cardinal Lau- nal, who was the Protector of 
9 7 5 7 Scotland, and mannaged the Con- 
Pignerol, 1” cerns of the Unfortunate Queen 
10 Printed at Of that Nation, we are told, that 
Lolos no gd. the Day before her Death, ſhe 
wrote her Will in French with her ow] n 
Hand ; by which, if her Son did not for- 
fake the Hereſie in which he had been bred 
up, ſhe provided that the Inheritance of the 
Crown of England ſhould never deſcend on 
him, but ſhe left it to Philip II. King of 
Spain, The Original, Will was brought to 
that Cardinal, who when he had examined 
it carefully, comparing the Writing with 
the Letters he had received from her,and 
having the Aurhenticaln-ſs of it confirmed 
by one Owen, an Italian Biſhop, but born in 
England, he gave it with thoſe Atteſtati- 
ons to the Count of Olivareæ, to be deliver?d 
to the King of Spain, upon which, it the 
vaſt Preparations of the Armada, called In- 
vincible, had not been blaſted by that Hand 
of Providence that has ſo long watched over 
Will us for good, a Title would have been ſet 
that up, to have juſtified the Conqueſt; and 
upoaß there would have been Men found who 


would 


ulate 
11S 15 
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Would have maintained ſuch a Teſtamen. 
tary Diſpoſition of the Crown, tho? a'Par- 

. Jiamenrary one is not thought ſtrong enough 
by thoſe who ſeem'to think that at ſome 
time a great weight was to be laid on 2 
Teftamentary one, In a Word, if we fall 
into their Hands, humanly ſpeaking, there 
is no Redemption nor atter-game to be 
looked for. For though they do, no doubt, 
rejoice to ſee Men at work to undermine ¶ our 

our Eltabliſhmenr, they will take effeRual Wl to us 


Care to ſecure their own Matters, and not N 
to run ſuch a Risk as they did at the Re- nd, 
volution, any more. ing, 


The Matehman, as Ezekiel has it, EzZek. MW wth 
33. 3,4, 6. When he jees a Sword coming on the WM unde 
Land, 15 to blow the Trumpet, and to warn the ¶ vert. 
People; and if they, when they hear the Sound 27. 
of. the Trumpet, take not warning, their Blood nout 
ſhall be upon their own head: but if the Watch: why 
man gives not warning, and if the Sword come: ¶ volt 
and takes any away, God will require their Blooa van 
at the Watchman's Hand; but when he ha and 
done his Duty, and given the warning, he ha Tru: 
deliver'd his own Soul, We do our Duty, and 
when we ſet theſe Things before you, as we « 
we do truly apprehend in them the immi- ſee j 
nent Dangers that are hanging over us: is to 
But if People will go on in their Sins _ Par 
| all 
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ind in their 'Securnies, and will ay, 7a 
Morrow will be as tp Day, and better allo, and 
will take no care, neither to prevent the 
Danger, nor to fortily themſelves to bear it, 
when God leaves them to be ovettaken by 
it; we have done what was incumbent on 
us, and have nothing left us, but to follow 
our Endeavours, with our earneſt Prayers 
to God for Succels, and to ſtudy to prepare 
our ſelves for what Share God may appoint 
to us in that General Calamity. | 
We know that when Peoples Hearts are fat 
and heavy, ſo that their. Ears are dull of hear- 
ing, they will cloſe their Eyes leſt they ſhould ſee 
with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and 
underſtand with their Hearts, and ſhould be con- 
verred, ſo that God ſhould heal them. Acts 28. 
27. There is a Time in which God pro- 
nounces that heavy Sentence, Let them alone, 
why ſhould they be ſmitten any more? They will re- 
volt ſtill more and more, Iſ. 1. 5. But we his Ser- 
vants ought never to give over, to c alovd 
and not to ſpare, to lift up our Voice like a 
Trumpet, and the more ſtupidly inſenſible 
and ſecure that the People may ſeem to be, 
we ought to cry ſtill louder and louder, to 
ſee if it is poſſible to awaken them before it 
iS too late; which carrys me to the next 
Particular. N $4 
III. Thar 
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III. That the Interpoſition of a Change 
in Men's Lives, may procure, either the 
total Removal of Imminent Miſeries, or at 
leaſt a Suſpenſion of them, and a lengthen. 
ing of our Tranquillity: We know what Ten 
Righteous Men could have done to preſerve 
five defiled Cities, God is Long: ſuffering and 
{low to V/rath, and hearkens to the Bemoan. 
ings of his Children, upon which after the 
manner of Men, it is ſaid, That his Bowel; 
are troubled for them, and he will ſurely hav: 
Mercy on them. Jer. 31. 18 20. We are ſure 
the effectual fervent Prayer of one righteous 
Man availeth much, ſo if many were repent: 
ing of the Evil of their Ways, and were 
turning to God with their whole Hearts, 
who knows what ſuch aChange amongſt us 
might make in the Purpoſes of God toward 
us. The Reformation among us was a mighty 
Work of God, his Providence has watched 
long over it, and when as to all human Ap- 
pearance, it has deen often in the extream- 
eſt Danger, happy Interpoſitions have til 
reſcuꝰd it and preſerved it, Weare ſure it 
is dear in God's Sight, and we have ſeen in 
our Time ſo many unlook'd for Deliverances, 
that we have great Reaſon to conclude, that 
God watches over it for good. 


2 


But 
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angs f Bat if God, to puniſh us for our heinous Sins, 

the and to raiſe the Glory of a Work, that we muſt 
r acknowledge is much ſullied by being in ſuch 
| 155 Hands, will again make it paſs thro' the Fire, 


that it may be better purified and melted dow 
into one Maſs, united into one ©.ommunton and 
Body: yet thoſe who are mourning before him 
for their own Sins, and interceeding for others, 
may ſo far prevail, That Peace and Truth ſhall be 
in their Days, Iſ. 29. 8. ſo that they ſhall be tak- 
en away from the Evil to come, If: 57.1. but if 
it be fixed in the Purpoſe of God, as it was in 
the Caſe of the Text, yet thoſe who ſizh and 
cry, for the Abominations that are among us, Ezek. 
9. 4 ſhall have a Mar ſet on them, ſo that when 


ent: the Deſtroyer is let looſe, and is to begin at the 
vere Sanctuary, a Charge will be given not to come 
arts near any of thoſe upon whom the Mark was ſet, 

' they ſhall have their Souls for a Prey, they may 
t us ©? y, they may 


perhaps be called to glorify God in the Fires, but 


vard WW. theſe ſhall not hurt them, they ſhall be as a Cha- 
phty riot to carry them to Heaven, God will be with 
:hed them when they go through the Fire or the Wa- 
Ap- ters, and lead them fo through all Evil, that 
am. | whatſoever their Bodies may ſuffer, they ſhall 


ſtill have their Souls for a Prey. Iſ 43. We cannot 
look further into the Secrets of God's Councils, 
but as he is pleaſed to open them to us; ſo 
n in whether the Deadneſs that ſeems to be come 
ces, over the whole Reformation is ſuch, that the 
that terrible Stroaks, that we our ſelves have ſeen 
on other Churches, and the great and. viſible 

But Dangers, that do ſtill hover over our own, _— 
| that 
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that ſome Years ago we thought were ready ti 
ſwallow us up, have neither awaken'd, purified 
nor united us: Whether I ſay, it ma 
therefore ſeem neceſſary, to let a terrible Storg 
break upon us, for cleanſing and reforming ug; fant fu 
whether this is not ſuch a radicated Evil that Nrower 
nothing can cure it but the moſt violent Reme. 


ature; 
he firſt 


not tues: 


ing the 


at V 
die, is that which we muſt leave to the only oa 
wiſe God. This we are ſure of, that if it ö Nur 1 
poſſible, either to prevent it quite, or at lest Nyhen 
to have our Tranquillity lengthened to us; we and in 
have the Means to do it here in my Text: Thi W&rmir 
leads me to the 4th and laſt Particuar. ing A 

. eſſiti. 
IV. That Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, together © 


rey 
with Charity to the Poor, do conduce effectual. 508 


Good 
«Jy to the procuring of thoſe. I know that diſcet 
Righteouſneſs ſometimes ſignifies Compaſſion and to do 
Charity, as in the Pſalm, He hath diſperſed aul not t- 
given to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs endureth fu to 01 


ever ; ſo that as Sins and Iniquities in the Text, 


uſt ; 
are two words that ſignifie the ſame thing, it al 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that Righreonſneſſl are 
and ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, do likewiſe both Real 
fignifie the ſame thing, which is alſo favourell of V 
by the 70 and the Vulgar, who render Right whi 
 o#ſneſs by Alms-giving, yet ſince the more com- are 
mon Acceptation and Uſe of the Word ſtands Gee 
for Juſtice and Fidelity; I ſhall take it in is the; 
- largeſt and moſt compreheaſive Senſe, as it im- Par 


ports an aniverſal Rectitude and Probiry in Tit 
- every thing that a Man ſays and does. 8 wit 
This is ſuch a Reſemblance of the Divine in! 


Na 
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he firſt Element and Principle of all other Ver- 


tues: A doing as we would be dane by,a ſpeak- 


ing the Truth as it is in our-Heart, and a con- 


fant fulfilling all that we promiſe, if it is in our 


Power ſo to do, and the promiſing nothing hut 
what we have Reaſon to believe will - be in our 
Power to perform; a conſcionable Equity in all 
our Dealings, neither exacting rigorouſly, 
when others are by the Providence of God, 
and innocently on their part diſabled from per- 
forming what we may demand of them, nor tak- 
ing Advantage from the Weakneſs or the Ne-- 


ature, who is holy, juſt and true, that it is. | 


- 


ceſſiries of thoſe we deal with, to impoſe or to 


prey upon them, the not putting ſophiſticated 

Goods on thoſe who have not Skill enough to 
diſcern it: The not deviſing unneceſſarily to 
to do that which we are bound to do, and the 

not taking occaſion by the Pretences of Law, 
to overthrow that which we know is morally 

juſt and Right; here are the Characters of one, 
who has broke off his Sins by Righteouſneſs, They 
are ſo bright and beautiful, ſo ſuited to our 
Reaſons and Faculties, to the common Intereſt 
of Mankind, and to the Good of Society, and 
which is above all other Conſiderations, they 
are ſo conform to the Nature and Attributes of 
God, that he who feels himſelf poſſeſſed of 
them, muſt conclude, that by his becoming a 
Partaker of the Divine Nature, he has a ſure 
Title to his Favour; his Sins are pardoned 
with relation to his future State, and if God 
in his Providence thinks fit to puniſh him for his 


for- 
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former Sins in this Life, his Correction, he may 
hope, will be long delayed, and prove gentle 
when it comes on him at laſt. WO 
The other Advice given, is, to ſhew Mercy to 
the Poor, in which it may be well preſum'd, 
that the Prophet had the Miſeries of his Coun- 
trymen in his Eye. The Root of this is, a Con- 
formity to the Nature and Attributes of God, 
who is kind and compaſſionate, loving and mer- 
ciful, and delights to do good, who is long- 
Suffering, and ſlow to Wrath, and who even in his 
Wrath remembers Mercy, He who feels theſe 
Diſpoſitions in himſelf knows that he is chang'd 
into the ſame Image, and upon that he muſt with 
Joy infer, that ſince he is not overcome with Evil, 
ut overcomes Evil with Good, his Work and La- 
bour of Love goes up before God, as 4 Memo- 
rial, if not quite to remove, yet very much to 
ſoften even rhoſe Chaſtiſements, that the other 
Parts of his Life may give him Cauſe to appre- 
hend; and even when he is under them, the 


| in t 
Senſe he has of a Sincerity, and Zeal in his Sh 
Readineſs to relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor, Il but 
eſpecially of thoſe who are of the Houſbeld of Iſl of 1 
Faith, will be a great Support to him under all I in: 


his Troubles, will mitigate them much, and pro- tha 
cure him all the Aſſiſtance that the Prayers of cip 
thoſe whom he has relieved can obtain for him. 

I will now read you a Lift of the CHARITIES 
of the paſt Year, in which thoſe who have born I rit 
ſuch a Share as is ſuited to their Circumſtances, 

may with an aſſured Confidence hope to find 


Mercy of the Lord in the Pay of Viſitation. - 


A 
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[ will not preſume to tell which of all theſe 
Sorts of Charity is the moſt valuable, as well as 
the moſt preſſing : I cannot help thinking that 
he Education of young Perſons, is the moſt uſe- 
ful as well as the moſt laſting of all other Cha- 
rities 3 but yet, ſince no Man's Wealth, how 
great ſoever, can anſwerall Demands ; as ſome 
of theſe ought to be done, and the others not 
left undone 5 ſo as to the Preference of one 
Species of Charity before another, every one 
muſt judge of that, according to the Station he 
is in, and the Relation he bears to thoſe about 
him: And ſo muſt do as he is diſpoſed in his heart, 
as he is bleſſed of God in his Affairs, as they 
are eaſy and plentiful and leſs incumber'd. 
More particularly, if a Man's Conſcienge ſets 
before him the Sias of his former Life, though 

in the ſtrict Notion of the Word Redeem, we 
can have no Recourſe to the Mercies of God, 
1 but through that Redemption made by the Blood 
of the New Covenant, ſhed on the Croſs; yet 
in a larger Senſe of the Word we may conclude, 
that what we give to thePoor from a true Prin- 
ciple of Charity, will be accepted of that God, 
T3 who is not unrighteous to forget our labour of Love. 
We cannot plead with him on the foot of Me- 


4h 
No 


5 rit: We know we cannot anſwer for ene of 4 
1 thouſand,and that if he enter into judgement with us, 


we cannot be juſtiſied; but yet we are ſure he * A 
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